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Individualistic and Collective Cultures
Culture has always been regarded as the way of life for people. Therefore, it usually has a profound impact on the way individuals behave and conduct themselves in their daily operations. Culture plays a pivotal role in determining illness attributions, helps in seeking behaviors and pathways, and the willingness of a community to comply with crucial measures in countering the spread of a pandemic. Therefore, cultural beliefs can either contribute to the success or failure of global efforts to contain an outbreak (Pattyn et al., 2020). As far as individualistic and collectivist cultures are concerned, their impact on COVID-19 containment measures has been deferred.
The collectivist cultures practiced by most Asian countries are embedded in selflessness. It is a culture associated with characteristics such as being self-sacrificing, generous, dependable, and generous and more incredible help to others. Thus, when the pandemic hit, Asians knew how best to stop the virus from spreading further and hurting many others. They knew it was their duty to protect one another from the disease. They trusted their government and followed the regulations initiated to contain the spread of the disease. Their culture requires that they respect those in authority no matter how the government may have mistreated them. Thus, when COVID-19 numbers worsened, they knew it was necessary to protect everyone by acknowledging the government's measures of sanitizing, wearing, and staying at home (Pattyn et al., 2020). Concerning individualist cultures, many citizens believed that the disease was not that serious and disregarded the government's efforts to try and curb the spread. This reaction was created by their government's decision always to do things that seek to benefit the politicians and the wealthy and paying little attention to the needs of the poor.
The disregard for COVID-19 containment measures was also witnessed in many African countries, especially in Tanzania. The country's disregard for the pandemic was a notch higher. Through their leader, Tanzanians believed that the pandemic is for the whites and that the disease cannot catch Africans. Thus, when countries were grappling with containment measures, Tanzanians were going about their daily lives without thinking of the disease. The president even tested animals and plants for COVID-19 to show that the pandemic is not in existence.


References
Pattyn, V., Matthys, J., & Hecke, S. V. (2020). High-stakes crisis management in the Low Countries: Comparing government responses to COVID-19. International Review of Administrative Sciences, 0020852320972472.
